
 MINUTES OF THE

WORKFORCE SERVICES AND COMMUNITY

AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INTERIM COMMITTEE

 Wednesday, November 17, 2010 – 8:00 a.m. – Room 450 State Capitol

Members Present:

Sen. Mark B. Madsen, Senate Chair

Rep. Steven R. Mascaro, House Chair

Sen. Patricia W. Jones

Sen. Daniel R. Liljenquist

Sen. Ralph Okerlund

Sen. Luz Robles

Rep. Laura Black

Rep. Neil A. Hansen

Rep. Christopher N. Herrod

Rep. Paul Ray

Rep. Kenneth W. Sumsion

Rep. Christine F. Watkins

Members Absent:

Rep. James A. Dunnigan  

Staff Present:

Mr. Arthur L. Hunsaker, Policy Analyst

Mr. James L. Wilson, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Glenda S. Whitney, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Mascaro called the meeting to order at 8:15 a.m.

MOTION: Rep. Ray moved to approve the minutes of the October 20, 2010 meeting. The motion passed

unanimously. Sen. Robles was absent for the vote.

2. Draft Bill, "Motion Picture Incentive Fund Amendments"

Mr. Spencer P. Eccles, Executive Director, Governor's Office of Economic Development (GOED),

introduced those who would make the presentation on the Motion Picture Incentive Fund proposed

amendments. He noted that the presentation would address comments and questions from the previous

meeting.

Mr. Marshall Moore, Director, Utah Film Commission, gave an overview on the fiscal return on

investment for 25 film projects for FY 2010.

Ms. Leigh Von der Esch, Managing Director, Tourism, GOED, reported on the advertising effectiveness

as related to revenues and jobs during the summer of 2009 and winter 2009-10.

Mr. Derek Miller, Deputy Director, GOED, noted that the motion picture incentive program will increase

the number of quality jobs in Utah and help existing companies expand and recruit new companies to the

State.

Mr. Chris Demuri, Art Director, Salt Lake City, Film, TV, and Commercials, encouraged the Committee

to keep the incentive program in place to attract more film productions to the State.
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Mr. David Cummins, Color Mill, a postproduction company, said his research showed Utah's potential to

become a digital production and development center.

Mr. Don Schain, President, Motion Picture Association of Utah, discussed the economic impact from past

film productions in the State, along with generating tourism to Utah.

MOTION: Sen. Madsen moved to move to the next agenda item. The motion passed unanimously, with

Sen. Robles absent for the vote. 

3. Draft Bill, "Department of Workforce Services' Regional Workforce Service Areas

Amendments" (Sen. Jones)

Sen. Jones recommended that on line 497, after "age," the word "disability" be amended into the 2011

General Session draft legislation, "Department of Workforce Services' Regional Workforce Service"

2011fl0293/010, that had been approved by the Committee on September 15, 2010.

Ms. Ally Isom, Government Affairs Director, Department of Workforce Services (DWS), commented on

the recommended amendment to the bill and noted that the proposed amendment would give more

flexibility to DWS in determining individuals who have special needs.

MOTION: Rep. Black moved that on line 497, after "age," the word "disability" be amended into the

2011 General Session draft legislation, "Department of Workforce Services' Regional Workforce Service"

2011fl0293/010. The motion passed unanimously. Sen. Liljenquist, Sen. Robles, and Rep. Sumsion were

absent for the vote.

Ms. Karen Silver, Salt Lake Community Action Program, distributed and reviewed a proposed amendment

to the 2011 General Session draft legislation, "Department of Workforce Services' Regional Workforce

Service" 2011fl0293/010.

MOTION: Rep. Black moved to adopt the 2011 General Session draft legislation, "Department of

Workforce Services' Regional Workforce Service" 2011fl0293/010, as amended, as a Committee bill. The

motion passed unanimously. Sen. Liljenquist, Sen. Robles, Rep. Herrod, and Rep. Sumsion were absent

for the vote.

4. Draft Bill, "Enterprise Zone Amendments"

Staff distributed the 2011 General Session draft legislation "Enterprise Zone Amendments"

2011fl0141/016, to committee members.

Rep. Kraig Powell distributed and reviewed a handout, "2011 Enterprise Zone Amendments." He noted

that the 2011 General Session draft legislation, "Enterprise Zone Amendments" 2011fl0141/016, clarifies

that sole proprietorships and individuals may claim an enterprise zone tax credit and that a business still

qualifies for a tax credit if one or more of its employees live in an enterprise zone within the state other

than the one in which the business is located. The bill also defines "establishment engaged in retail trade"

and "new full-time employee position" to address whether a business qualifies to receive a tax credit.
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Ms. D'Arcy Dixon Pignanelli, Commissioner, Utah State Tax Commission, commented on the proposed

legislation. She said the Commission appreciated Rep. Powell accepting their suggestions on the exact

wording of the proposed changes. This will enable the Commission to properly administer enterprise zone

credits in the manner intended.

MOTION: Sen. Okerlund moved to adopt the 2011 General Session draft legislation "Enterprise Zone

Amendments" 2011fl0141/016, with a committee recommendation. The motion passed unanimously. 

Sen. Liljenquist and Rep. Sumsion were absent for the vote.

5. Report: Rural Economic Development

Mr. Les Prall, Office of Rural Development, GOED, distributed a handout, "2010 Governor's Rural

Partnership Board Report" that reported on rural economic development issues, opportunities, priorities,

and objectives.

Mr. Spencer J. Cox, Co-chair, Governor's Rural Partnership Board, noted that the Board has been active

during the last year and serves as a voice to address economic issues in rural Utah. He gave an overview

of the handout, "2010 Governor's Rural Partnership Board Report," and reviewed the proposed

recommendations in the report.

6. Draft Bill, "Rural Fast Track Program Amendments" (Sen. Okerlund)

Sen. Okerlund distributed the 2011 General Session draft legislation, "Rural Fast Track Program

Amendments" 2011fl0529/003, and asked Mr. Prall to explain the purpose for the bill.

Mr. Prall reviewed the proposed draft legislation and noted that the bill authorizes the Office of Rural

Development within GOED to administer the Business Expansion and Retention Initiative to further

promote business and economic development in rural Utah.

MOTION: Sen. Jones moved to adopt the 2011 General Session draft legislation, "Rural Fast Track

Program Amendments" 2011fl0529/003, with a committee recommendation. The motion passed, with 

Sen. Madsen voting in opposition. Rep. Ray and Rep. Sumsion were absent for the vote.

7. General Assistance Benefits Available to Utah Citizens

Ms. Kristen Cox, Executive Director, Department of Workforce Services, distributed and reviewed the

handout "General Assistance." She gave a brief history on the General Assistance Program and explained

its primary focus and the benefits available to Utah citizens.

8. Other Items /Adjourn

MOTION: Rep. Black moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. Sen. Jones, 

Sen. Liljenquist, Rep. Sumsion, and Rep. Watkins were absent for the vote. 

Chair Madsen adjourned the meeting at 10:40 a.m.


